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Guidance Note - LSOA's

CLLD Lower Super Output Areas (LSOA’s)
Introduction

There are some eligibility criteria for CLLD funding and one of the main ones is
location, this will be for you or your business for ERDF projects, and participant’s
home postcodes for ESF projects. To be able to be supported you need to be
situated in one of the eligible Lower Super Output Areas (LSOA’s). For CLLD
there are core and functional LSOA’s and this guidance note will tell you more
about them.

What is an LSOA and why do they matter for CLLD?
An LSOA is a geographical area with an average population of 1,500; they
combine 4-6 Output Areas to make a Super Output Area and make the reporting
of statistics easier. Be aware that an LSOA can contain several postcodes and it
is common for a street to be divided across two LSOA’s.
LSOA’s are used to report on employment, income, health, crime, education,
living environment and barriers to services; these are known as the indices of
multiple deprivation. The CLLD programme was created to support business and
individuals located in the bottom 30% of the LSOA’s when all this data was
assessed.

What is the difference between a core and functional LSOA?
A core LSOA is one that sits in the bottom 30% when the collected data is
assessed; a functional LSOA is one in the surrounding area that could provide
opportunities to those in the core areas. An example of this is where a core
LSOA which is mainly residential is located next to an LSOA that contains an
industrial estate; the industrial estate would be included as a functional LSOA as
it could provide job opportunities to the residents of the core LSOA.
The CLLD programme needs to spend a minimum of 70% of its funds on
businesses based and people living in the core LSOA’s, it can then spend the
remaining funds in the functional areas.
For ERDF, priority will be given to projects that are based in the core areas, and
then to those in the functional areas that provide a benefit, such as a job, to
those in the core areas.
For ESF projects, you should intend to recruit your participants from the core
areas, a maximum of 30% of your project budget can be spent on participants
who live in the functional areas.

1

Guidance Note - LSOA's

How do I see what LSOA’s are in my area and what area an LSOA
covers?
On the next four pages (one per LAG area), you will find a map of the areas we
can support and the eligible LSOA's within each of those areas.
For ESF projects you will need to check which LSOA a participant’s home
postcode sits in. When you get to this stage we have a couple of tools to help
you; these are the Magic maps government website or a simple Excel
spreadsheet we have created. Your local facilitator can talk you through using
these.

What do I do next?
If you have any questions about this please contact your local facilitator who will
be able to help you
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Atlantic and Moor
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Coast to Coast
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South and East
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West Cornwall
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